April 23, 2006

An Authentic Earthen Vessel

1 Cor. 4:1-7

Main Idea: An authentic relationship with the Lord is about being who He made me to be, in Christ.
Aim: The standard for Christ’s followers isn’t eloquence, skill or production, but rather faithfulness.
Application: Authentic Christianity.
Int.: 
Series tie… reminder that chapter and verse divisions are not inspired and often fall in inconvenient locations – as is evidenced this morning.  This text is the continuation of the subject begun in previous chapters and especially of the argument that closes the end of chapter 3.

v. 1
Begins with ‘so then’ – note that it is a thought added on to what has come just prior, “then no more boasting… you are of Christ” (3:21, 23).

‘Servant’ here is not diakonoi but hyperetas – more literally ‘servants UNDER Christ’.


‘Secret things’ – refers back to the ‘wisdom of God’ that we’ve been considering (see 2:7-10).

v. 2
The question concerning those who are servants of Christ is ‘are they faithful’?  It is not about their eloquence or their skill – or even their effectiveness.
v. 3
To someone who is conscious of the fact that they are Christ’s and that they will answer to the Master, they care very little about the opinions of men, whether applause or condemnation.  Illus.: How wonderful an example applause is of this… ‘one hit wonders’, etc.  Love today, indifference tomorrow.  Applause is a great reminder that there is no finality to man’s judgment and only Christ’s approval gives permanent satisfaction.

Illus.: D.L. Moody approached the pulpit to bring a Sunday sermon.  A note lay on his pulpit that simply read ‘Fool’.  After studying the note, Moody began…


Note: ‘by you’ – To be clear, it is not that Paul was not concerned with people’s opinions of him and his ministry – indeed, he spends a fair amount of time and ink here defending himself against charges and attempting to clarify his credentials.  The opinions of people, however, are not what was most important to him.

v. 3b-4a  ‘I do not judge myself, my conscience is clear’ – what a great phrase to consider!  Self-judgment is every bit as fallible as judging others: (1) it’s partial and founded on imperfect knowledge, (2) it may condemn, (3) it cannot justify, (4) it is without authority.  Contrast this with admonitions to ‘consider ourselves’ and so forth.  Illus.: My attraction to Christians ‘comfortable in their own skin’, (my brother Dave, for example).
v. 3-5
Of judgment: It belongs to God; there are many things hidden; it is premature if it happens before Christ comes; each will receive praise from God.  
On being faithful; resting on conscience before the Lord; looking to Him to ultimately judge – Illus.: My afternoon adventure with Jehovah’s Witnesses in Deland… ‘let me introduce you to my neighbors’.
v. 6
Referring to earlier passages, this verse lends credibility to the theory that Paul had thus far not been using a real case but rather painting a picture, i.e. the real divisions weren’t over Paul, Apollos and Cephas, but rather other teachers in the church at Corinth.


‘That you might learn’ & ‘do not go beyond…’ – not to think of men more highly than you ought.  One of the greatest lessons in ministry taught me was from my father-in-law Bruce: “People will disappoint you.”  

v. 7
‘What have you that you did not receive?’ – a great picture, each one of us is fearfully and wonderfully made, not to be carbon copies or attempts at copying others, but rather to be uniquely who God made us to be, in Him.  The key is to consider who YOU ARE in Christ.


This is a verse about ‘distinguishing grace’.  It is a growing understanding of this grace that helps us to become comfortable in our skin in Christ.  It is tremendously liberating.  
CL
Following Christ is about living for a worthier object than our own pleasure or our own careful preservation.  It’s about recognizing ourselves to be stewards of the ‘secret things’ of God.  It’s about being found faithful in that role – whoever you are, whomever He’s made you to be, etc.  
