May 21, 2006 - Liberty in Love - 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Main Idea: Understanding and applying our liberties needs to be done in loving consideration of others.
Aim: Might we view our liberties differently and love others more effectually?
Application: More selflessness.

Int.
Series… text…

v. 1
‘Now about…’ – this is another section where Paul is addressing a concern the church in Corinth has asked him about.  Specifically, ‘food sacrificed to idols’.  In Corinth at this time there was a great deal of idolatry, and with many of those practices sacrifices were included, and that meat would sometimes end up in the local markets (see chapter 10:25), sometimes it would end up on dinner tables, etc.

‘We all possess knowledge’ – as we’ve seen in previous chapters, the church at Corinth (indeed the culture) was particularly impressed with wisdom and knowledge.  Paul has dealt with that at length.  Here he cautions that the end result of knowledge can be arrogance, and that can destroy.  Note the big but: in contrast, love builds up.  In summary: your knowledge, if not applied in love, can do damage!  (Note that Paul makes this point in a number of his writings, 1 Cor. 10, for instance, he returns to this point; Romans 15, etc.)

v. 2
There’s no wonder anymore; there’s no mystery!  (Lyrics to a song I just wrote.)  Many of the Corinthians lived as if they had ‘figured God out’.  Knowledge of God is always going to be partial.  Paul concludes: you don’t know what you ought to know!  And that is…

v. 3
The more important thing is to love God, and thereby be ‘known by Him’.  Be less concerned about what you know and more concerned about being known by God.

v. 4
‘So then, about…’ – Paul returns to the question.  He begins his answer by reminding them of one of the core beliefs that they hold firmly to: monotheism.  Monotheism is the belief that there is one God.  (Contrast with polytheism – belief in many gods; pantheism – the belief that everything is god; henotheism – the belief that there is one main god, and perhaps many other lesser gods; atheism – there is no god, etc.)


Because we know that there is only one God, idols are nothing but trinkets made out of things God created.  Idols need to be protected from the elements (wood rots, metals tarnish and rust, etc), so they need to be served by man’s hands to be maintained.  Note the humorous account of the Philistine god Dagon having to be propped up and repaired, etc., when he comes in contact with the living God (see 1 Samuel 5).  Look at Psalm 115:4-8 and its description of idols.

v. 5
Corinth was a pantheistic culture (the era was a pantheistic era), so there were many gods and lords that people subscribed to.

v. 6 
This is the plainest statement of the Christian perspective.  Paul says ‘for us’, and then note the descriptions: One God, from whom all things came, and for whom we live; One Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.  Note especially the italicized prepositions: from, for, through & through.
v. 7
Another ‘but’ – ‘not everyone knows this’.  This is where applying knowledge in love begins.  With the rest of the verse Paul explains what a matter of conscience this is for some.  Note that he refers to them as of ‘weak conscience’ (see also where Paul speaks of ‘weaker brothers’ in Romans 15).  Some in Corinth could evidently not disassociate elements of pagan religious practice with idolatry itself.


Note also that this is not some spiritual bigot with particular ideals pressuring the more knowledgeable Christian to give up his liberties (and there are plenty of those folks).  This is a brother of less maturity who would follow the pattern he sees in other Christians.  In Paul’s mind it’s very likely that this person matures beyond this weakness in time.

v. 8
Paul weighs in: it is ridiculous, and he explains once again that food has no bearing on one’s relationship with God.  It is ridiculous, but… we need to practice the application of our knowledge in love.  Here: our liberties in love.
v. 9
You indeed are at liberty to eat whatever you want, but if you’re doing it in love you will consider how your actions might cause a stumbling block for another.

v. 10
‘Weak conscience’ again – note that your conscience speaks to you about your actions.  Someone of a weak conscience would likely revisit an action they thought was wrong, whether it was wrong or not, with remorse and guilt.  Paul’s contention here is that your liberty might encourage someone to do something they will regret tomorrow (look ahead to verse 12).


Further, some in Corinth possessed the maturity to differentiate in their hearts between eating meat and idolatry.  Others didn’t.  If they were eating that meat, in their thinking they would be participating in idolatry and might become confused, mingling idolatry into their Christianity.

v. 11
Pay close attention to the identity of this weaker brother: ‘for whom Christ died’!  

v. 12
See verse 10 notes.  In not acting in love towards your brother, you dishonor Christ.  That is particularly interesting to consider: Christ would rather have you act in a loving manner towards your brother than to be right!
v. 13
‘Therefore’ – knowing what you know, you ought to view it all differently.  This is how Paul views it: he’d gladly lay down his liberty for the sake of his brothers.  He doesn’t demand that the knowledgeable lay down their right but he illustrated the principle he would apply.
CL
Have we figured God out?

One extreme would be to be so concerned and so cautious as to refuse to eat anything unless you could prove to your conscience that it was ‘clean’.  
The other extreme would be to eat anything and not have the slightest concern for others.
