June 11, 2006 – Everything is Permissible, But – 1 Cor. 10:23-24
Main Idea: There is great truth in both halves of these two sentences for a believer.
Aim: That we would recognize and embrace the truth of both halves.
Application: Practice great freedom!  And discernment.

Int.
Series tie… where we’ve been and where we’re going…


Striking setting as chapter 9 ended with an admonition to run the race in such a way as to win, yet here in chapter 10 the story is of many of God’s chosen ones failing to do just that.

v. 1-5
Note the five blessings mentioned of God’s covenant people: (1) They were all liberated by God – led by Him to freedom; (2) They were all miraculously delivered – delivered through the sea; (3) They were all united with their Spiritual head – baptized in Moses; (4) They all experienced God’s provision in food – manna from heaven; (5) They all experienced having God satisfy their thirst – the water from the rock at Horeb.  All of this and more was their experience.
v. 3-4
Their food and drink was called ‘spiritual’, yet without spiritual discernment, while their bodies were nourished the souls were starving.

v. 4
‘Accompanied them’ – note that some scholars refer to a Rabbinical tradition that the rock struck at Horeb actually followed the Israelites.  More likely a reference to God’s continued provision that to think that they brought the rock along with them like a drinking fountain.


That this rock is called ‘Christ’ again speaks of God’s provision, and here even a mention of Christ as that provider – in Him, through Him and for Him, etc.

v. 5
Their bodies were scattered – of this generation only Caleb and Joshua would survive the years of wilderness wandering to see the Promised Land.

v. 6
These things should serve as examples to us.  The word ‘examples’ is more literally ‘types’ – and indeed the deliverances mentioned in verses 1-5 resemble very closely a believer’s experiences in Christ.  Liberated by God; Miraculously delivered; United to Christ in baptism; Provided for by Christ; Satisfied.

v. 6-10
Note the five failures mentioned: (1) They set their hearts on evil things; (2) They became idolaters; (3) They became sexually immoral; (4) They quarreled with God’s plan; (5) They quarreled with God’s leaders.

v. 8
The 23,000 deaths are a reference to a plague that God brought in response to sexual immorality (see Numbers 25).  By the way, the number is slightly off – exaggerated by critics over the years.  Possible (and very plausible) explanations…

v. 9
The deaths by snake bites (see Num. 21) is another example of the righteous anger of God in that OT era.

v. 11
Repeats verse 6 – this time mentioned also as a warning.  A warning to the Corinthians and to us that God has not changed.  He is still perfect.  He is still holy and just.

‘On whom the fulfillment of the ages has come’ – this is why our experience with God’s justice is a little different.

v. 12
‘If you think you stand firm, be careful…’  The point: those who think they are privileged by God ought not take it for granted.  The history of Israel shows that those privileged to be the closest are far from immune.
v. 13
Note that this verse is often misquoted: ‘God will never give me more to bear than I can handle’.  That’s not what it says.  He will absolutely give you more than you can handle, so that you are forced to rely upon Him.  What does the verse say?  No temptation that you will face is unique to you; No temptation that you face will be more than you can bear; Each and every temptation you face will be accompanied by a way of escape.  These are precious truths to hold on to.

v. 14f
Though we’re not going to read on from here, do note that Paul begins this next section with the word ‘Therefore’.  This knowledge (this history and the truth it reveals) requires us to change our thinking.  In other words, repent (best definition: a rethinking of everything based on new understanding).

Illus.: Repentance in my experience – a new understanding – rethinking every aspect of my life – not all changes – some redefinition and realignment – some changes pretty quick – others coming along in time, and so on.

v. 23-24
  These are two very meaningful verses in my thinking on this whole matter.  Recall that we saw similar verbiage from Paul in 6:12.  Note that it is possible these were popular phrases in Corinth and Paul is utilizing them and clarifying them with a big ‘but’.  The point is, it’s not so much right and wrong as it is good and God honoring that we should consider.

CL
Surely it wouldn’t be said of some of God’s chosen ones that they would prove forgetful of their God, yet that is exactly what happened – and what happens today!

We ought to have reverence and thanksgiving for the Lord – a life that demonstrates it.


We ought to give thanks that God deals with us in a most gentle and patient manner.


Once the props of our false security are kicked out, we ought to rest in the One who really provides. 


What’s most important?  Loving God!

