June 18, 2006 – Propriety in Worship – 1 Cor. 11:1-16
Main Idea: God’s word gives instructions for worship that is in Spirit and Truth.  This is one such section.
Aim: To recognize that God has given instructions, and seeking to find and follow His heart in them.
Application: Worship the Lord with attitudes of thanksgiving.

Int. 
Series in 1 Corinthians… taking the summer off after this weekend – return to finish the study in the fall


Some passages are really impossible to thoroughly explain with absolute certainty.  I’m okay with that.  He’s God.  I am not.  Illus.: My experience with pretending I knew how to drive a Kenworth tractor…


While there are passages I can’t clearly explain, there are some tools – some things we can look to that will bring some clarity.

(1) Paul’s methodology… gives theological truth, then turns to application (examples in chapters 8, 9, 10 and note also the entire book of Romans).  

(2) Context and greater context… Paul is addressing tendencies towards self-indulgence – talking about surrendering and living unto others and unto God’s glory, etc.

(3) Taking cultural settings into account… things about these communities, the times, the people that will help

(4) Careful reading and sound hermeneutics… notice phrases such as ‘it is just as’ in verse 5.

v. 1
Seems to be more rightly connected with the end of chapter 10.

v. 2
Paul, apparently had received some word from Corinth assuring him that the people were prepared to commit to his teachings, and he commends them for their commitment.

v. 3
Characteristic of Paul – he lays down the truth (theological basis) for where he is going.


Do you recall my comments on the word repentance last weekend?  At its root, repentance is a change of mind – a rethinking.  Here is the truth… it ought to order up some rethinking on your part.

An aside: How often in Christianity we lose sight of this!  We’ve concentrated so much on changing people’s behavior, rather than seeing them to a rethinking.  It is not uncommon that the very word repentance has come to mean a change of behavior in our practice.  If we were to help someone get a glimpse of God’s love… His truth… then the rethinking that will bring about will address behavior.  And consider this – if there is not a rethinking (drawn after the truth as a basis), much of the behavior makes perfect sense (examples).


There has been debate over whether the wording here suggests a ‘source/origin’ or a ‘authority/submission’ teaching.  This is the theology, so what is meant?

v. 4-5
Seem to be about ‘the recognition’ of the truth.  (And, looking back to verse 2, the Corinthians commitment to apply truth is now being pressed.)


Note the middle of verse 5 – ‘it is just as’.  Again, careful reading/sound hermeneutics – this is an example.  So, read it as an example, not a mandate saying ‘This is what God expects everywhere and for everyone’.

v. 6-7
Very much a cultural setting.  We recognize Paul often speaks of a cultural setting (a few examples found in 6:12 and 10:23 where he seems to quote popular cultural phrases).  Illus.: Wearing baseball caps indoors, Shane & Shane concert, etc.


Step back into these last few chapters – S & S guys should have tossed the caps if there was someone who objected strongly… those who might have objected strongly should have given grace… 


Again, in middle of v. 5 – ‘it is just like’ – in that setting, this makes perfect sense.  I mentioned a few weeks ago these kinds of cultural settings down thru history… the scandal if some of us this morning were to be transported back in time to the 16th or 17th century church…

v. 8-9
This is all about propriety in worship.  This is a picture from God’s perspective to wrap our heads and hearts around.
v. 10
A further reason – angels are looking on.  I am not sure exactly what Paul meant by this.  Again, so many scholars have fought over it, all sure they have the exact point – I am not a scholar on their level!  What I can do is recognize that there is some kind of a testimony at stake here.  When someone else looks, will they see a life that is committed to the propriety of worship?

v. 11
Note the word ‘however’.  These words seem to bring qualification to what came before – bringing a little bit of clarity.  This is not so much a battle of the sexes, but rather God’s truth – propriety in worship is the matter.  

v. 12
The inter-relation of man and woman.  Do you see it?  These verses are able to shed more light on what Paul was after.  It’s about propriety, not superiority.

v. 13-15  Paul is again speaking into a cultural setting when he says ‘Isn’t it so…’.  In that setting it is abundantly understood.  A different time, a different setting, just the opposite may be the case!  (examples: Nazarite vows; the definition of long hair in the 1950’s & 1960’s… the Beatles and Elvis… the 1970’s and my brother Doug…)

This is not a prohibition against long or short hair.  Illus.: Fundamentalist evangelism…


In Paul’s lesson, really, a culturally recognized way of differentiating between the sexes… propriety.

v. 16 
Paul isn’t out to install a new practice among all believers in every congregation.  He is continuing the lessons he’s been teaching, and that we’ve considered these last few chapters against self-indulgence and towards surrendered lives:


ch. 6 – surrender your rights for God’s sake… lawsuits


ch. 7 – surrender your selfishness for God’s sake… unbelieving spouses


ch. 8 – surrender your liberties for God’s sake… food offered to idols


ch. 9 – surrender your rights for God’s sake… proclaiming the gospel


ch. 10 – surrender your self-indulgence for God’s sake… food offered to idols & Lord’s Supper conduct

ch. 11 – surrender your self-indulgence for God’s sake… a life that is committed to His propriety

CL
Is God really God?  Are you okay with Him being bigger?  Are you okay with Him having design and intention over all aspects of our lives?  Are you willing to trust Him?  (As the Corinthians professed – Are you really?)
