September 24, 2006 – The Compromising Church – Rev. 2:12-17
Main Idea: God speaks to the church today.
Aim: That we might hear from God’s heart concerning the state of the church.
Application: Theology Incarnate.

Int.
Series… considering these texts as we look to grow in our understanding of what it means to be the church in our times and in our setting.  Ephesus – it’s possible to excel in ministry and all the while have forsaken our first love.  Smyrna – encouragement that we are not abandoned or forsaken, but that God is with us each step of the way, most especially in times of persecution and suffering.  Today, Pergamum…  


Theology incarnate… (expl.)

v. 12
We have no account of this church’s history.  The only place that it is mentioned in Scripture is in this record.


‘Double-edged sword’ is an instrument that cuts both directions – both direct and back strokes.

v. 13
‘I know…’ – their setting was a bad one.  We can find ourselves in very tough territory as the church.

‘Yet’ – cousin of the big but… the big yet.  The setting of the church at Pergamum was where ‘Satan has his throne’.  Yet, the church there had remained faithful to God.  In Pergamum was the oldest temple in Asia Minor devoted to emperor worship.

Antipas – we don’t know who he was.  Jesus does!  He notes time in reference to his martyrdom.  It’s as if in heaven they say, ‘in the day when so and so did this or endured that’.  It’s been said so many times it might be overkill to mention it again, but that one setting in Acts 7:56 where Jesus is seen ‘standing’ at the Father’s side – as Stephen is martyred.  Note also he is referred to as ‘MY’ faithful witness.
v. 14
‘Nevertheless’ – take notice that short of abandoning faith and forsaking God, the church can still underachieve and thus be disappointing to God.


‘You have some there…’ – there were teachers within that were apt to wreak more havoc than the blatant enemies they identified all around them.


‘Balaam… Balak…’ etc. – a quick review of Numbers 22f is in order.  Balaam wouldn’t curse the Israelites himself, but he did work behind the scenes to foul them up anyhow.  Illus.: Doug’s advice…  In summary, Balaam advised the Moabites and Midianites how to lead the Israelites into corruption (see Num. 25:1-4 & 31:16).  That same danger – of being led into corruption – faced the church at Pergamum.

But Balaam is an interesting dude.  If you read the whole story (Numbers 22 thru 31) you see a man who obeyed God and was keen on following God’s commands but he also possessed a great corrupt strain as well.  This is a picture of a man with outward vigilance but inward indifference.  Strong on truth but weak on discipline.

v. 16
‘Repent’ – change of heart – or ‘I will come quickly’.  There is something there that ought to catch my attention.  Illus.: Dad’s eyes, color, and ‘the vein’…

v. 17
The promises given: (1) hidden manna – note the contrast with the ‘food’ of idol worship.  God gives strength and nourishment for this life, He is the source of our sustenance.  (2) white stone with a new name – (see Isaiah 62:2 where the mention of being called by a new name speaks of a newer and deeper relationship with new privileges) 

CL
Family… neighborhood… vocation… jobsite… company… these can (and often are) difficult locations in which you are called to be the church.   Christianity is not a thing of locality but of character!   Illus.: Photo from Namibia…  There are places where it’s tougher than others to be a Christian… Could it be that we’re put in these positions to glorify God all the more?
A picture of a church that was so vigilant against outward opposition that it was oblivious to internal attack, the dangers of corrupting influence within.  It was strong on truth and weak on discipline.  Illus.: Maurice Clarrett…   
A picture of an individual… this letter causes us to look at our own hearts.  When we see Balaam mentioned, for instance, it bids us to look at ourselves in the mirror.  Is our conformity to God’s direction largely external?  For show?  Does it run consistently through our lives?  Another little interesting observation… the story of Balaam in Numbers only records the good stuff!  Nowhere do we read an account of Balaam’s coming back and giving the advice to Balak or the Midianite women.  We know that he did because there are a few other places in Scripture that record it, but the bad was carried on ‘behind closed doors’.  Balaam wouldn’t outright curse, because God told him not to… but he brought about a worse disaster… 
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