May 25, 2008 –

Conversation: Priests


Lev. 16
Main Idea: God speaks into everyday settings through people. 


Aim: To understand the part of the conversation priests communicated in the OT times.


Application: See God’s love revealed.
Int.
Back into the series… nothing but interruptions this time of year.  Plan for the summer and into the fall…  (Great place to mention finances!)

Review the story from the beginning.  


Calling was God choosing people to be part of His Crisis response team – to reveal Himself to the world through them.  Basically, they were called out of their own agendas, and placed into the context of His story.  That Calling episode went on beyond the Patriarchs and Moses… through the many different leaders, judges, eventually kings… people on a much lesser scale, everyday followers of God… continues to this day, actually – people right here in this room… But, what happens when those people who God chooses get mixed up and unwittingly start living for the wrong side?  They think they’re right.  They think they’re alright.  But they’re wrong.  


Cycles like this are seen throughout history.  I mention the period of the judges – one cycle after another: Answering God’s calling / drifting and falling away / suffering / repenting…


What’s been the key since we started this series for God’s followers?  Retaining their identity in the Lord – Creator/Created, God’s covenant children, God’s chosen nation, etc.  When people forget their identity… CONVERSATION.  This next episode is Conversation – God’s speaking into those settings.  Now, a word of caution: If you view this episode entirely focused on the human failures, it can be very depressing.  If, however, you look at it focusing on God’s amazing love, faithfulness and patience, then it is awe-inspiring.
God sends them people.  Priests / Prophets / Poets / Philosophers  (Sorry for all the alliterations.  Explain the origin of this outline… and suggest the benefit.)


Priests were spiritual educators, helping people sustain and maintain their faith.  Credentialed.


Prophets were people seized with a message to deliver from God.  Weirdos.


Poets were people who captured and recorded the experiences of the people, good and bad.  Artists.


Philosophers were the ones who passionately pursued wisdom.  Thinkers.

Txt
Intro Leviticus – title “about Levites”.  The Levites were the tribe from which priests were drawn.  It is a book primarily about worship.  It describes and prescribes different sacrifices, offerings and rules of worship.

Rules and rituals etc, make this a very difficult book to read today.  Important help to consider that a society’s rules and rituals teach you what a society holds dear.  We also recognize much that points to Jesus Christ.


Ch. 16 focuses on the Day of Atonement – the holiest day of the year, the day the high priest would enter the Most Holy Place and offer sacrifices for the sins of the people.
v. 1
This is instructive in itself (see chapter 10).  It tells us that God cannot be taken for granted.  He is a consuming fire and cannot be manipulated.  Approach with awe.  Illus: fear of the Lord conversation I overheard…

v. 2
Tell Aaron to learn from this!  Note the reference to the atonement cover.  (ref. v. 14)
v. 4-5
Preparations – considering the cost of coming; bathe, prepare the necessary things, etc.

v. 6,11
He needs to first make an offering for himself (see Heb. 5:1-3).
v. 12-13
Human beings cannot see God in His glory.  This act seems to screen the priest’s view.  Again, referencing holiness and reverence and fear of the Lord…
v. 14
The blood sprinkled atonement cover – a picture of the throne – blood…

v. 15-17
  The ministry of the priest for the people… note again, the reverence.  Note: v. 16 – the place itself and the things… v. 17 “no one is to go in” led to ropes and bells…

v. 20-22
 The scapegoat (explain the symbolism)

v. 29-31 
 “This is a lasting ordinance for you” encapsulate the instructions for taking the occasion most seriously.

v. 34
One more time in case you missed it…

CL
Reverence/ fear of the Lord…


Sinfulness and need of mankind (from the very first verse to the last)


Faithfulness, patience and love of God…

Heb. 7:23-29  JESUS!
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